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Dear Readers,Dear Readers,Dear Readers,Dear Readers, 
 

Quite a slow start to 2012 but there’s quite a lot going on 
this year, so perhaps not a bad thing. 
 

Following the judicial review judgement the Council will 
begin again the process of reviewing the Library Strategy. 
Dates have been set until March 2012 for the mobile 
libraries, so they live on. The Council will keep us informed 
about dates beyond March. I’ll let you know. 
   

     Paula Paula Paula Paula  
 
 
 
 

Closing copy date for the February edition is 
Sunday 15th January 2011 

 
All items for consideration to:- 
Paula Ruffley, 
Editor, The Villager, 
The Firs, Church Lane, 
Minsterworth, GL2 8JJ 
Tel: 01452 751226.  
E-mail: thevillager@minsterworth.org 
 
Responsibility is not accepted for the accuracy of submitted items nor the content of 
advertisements. 
 
 
 
Cover photo:     Cheeky Robin in Puzzlewood by Jane Fraser-Hook 
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Kerbside 
Recycling 

BLUE Bin  GREEN & BROWN 
Bins  

Minsterworth Wednesday 4  

Churcham Friday 6  

Minsterworth Tuesday 17 Tuesday 10 

Churcham Thursday 19 Thursday 12 

Minsterworth Tuesday 31st Wednesday 24 

        JANUARY 

Please ensure that your bins and caddy are out by 7am. 
 

Green bin lid MUST BE CLOSED! 

Mobile Library Van  

Tuesday 3 & 31 January: 
3.25-3.40pm—Churcham, Lake Close 
3.45-4.00pm—Churcham School 
 

Wednesday 4 January: 
10.05-10.25am—Minsterworth, The Firs, Main Road 
10.30-11.00am—Minsterworth School 
 

This service will run until December when there will 
be a further review.  

 
 

For more information visit the Library Service website: 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries 
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 Café on the Green 
A monthly event in the Village to 

benefit Small Local Charities. 
This time: The Great Oaks Appeal 

Saturday 7Saturday 7Saturday 7Saturday 7th.th.th.th.    JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary    
10 am - 12 Noon 

Come and meet up with your 
friends over a coffee/tea 

and home-made cake for £2.50 in 
Northwood Green Social HallNorthwood Green Social HallNorthwood Green Social HallNorthwood Green Social Hall 

 

HomeHomeHomeHome----made Cake Stallmade Cake Stallmade Cake Stallmade Cake Stall    
Hosted by Ann & Chris Manning 760 454 

The Sound of the Bells 
Without support from so many of you, the Big Lottery money and ringers 
grafting, we could not have made this much progress.  These have been 
historic days for our bells. We can now reveal that they were delivered on 
Thursday December 8th. But as they had to sojourn at the base of the 
tower for three more days and with scrap metal prices so high, this was 
not widely broadcast.  The tower was opened on Saturday for viewing, and 
the vicar blessed the bells at 2.30. When Monday the 12th came, four 
local ringers and two White’s men hauled the bells up to the clock room 
with an electric hoist.  From there to the ringing chamber, it was 
manpower and chain hoists alone. 
 

Gradually, each bell was lifted up through the empty frame, swung across, 
and lowered into it’s pit. Occasionally a ringer turned a small blue housing 
on an axle end, musing how the five ball races or the only roller bearing 
(on the ton-plus tenor) would feel to ring.  On the 12th and 13th, new 
clappers were fitted, no easy task with a long hole to thread with a pivoted 
bolt, holding up a heavy clapper, with a large metal ‘hat’ over your head. 
Many were the cries of ‘push’, ‘just a little more‘, and ‘you’re nearly there, 
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now PUSH!‘ . 
 

The new slider boards were plumbed, drilled and bolted on, and their 
sliders adjusted.  Stays were fitted and the new wheel halves were tapped 
together and bolted. You had to pause, to admire the craftsmanship, the 
skills that are still alive, the closeness and trueness of the fit of the 
joints.  The tenon ends have  curved chamfers on every side that lead 
them into the sockets and over-reaching their crosspiece, delight the eye.  
And so the toothless, empty sockets, which once made a ringing chamber, 
again became -The Ringing Room. Rope holes were drilled through to the 
clock room, but will have to wait for the final building work to finish, 
before the next floor is exposed and the ropes can go in. 
 

Before a lunch-time finish on Tuesday,  each bell was turned to confirm 
clearances and the stays were trimmed.  They were checked to centre the 
slider boards. To our delight, each bell in turn took it’s new clapper on the 
sound bow.  Even through earmuffs, it was a wonderful sound. The after 
‘hum’ of the bells had a depth, complexity, and yet clarity to it that 
sounded tremendous and took an age to die away. 
 

The concrete fixing the beam ends into the tower must have at least 21 
clear days to achieve peak hardness.  This means that there is no chance 
of ringing the bells for Christmas, as the last ‘mix‘ was placed on the 7th. 
English Heritage are co-ordinating the architect, surveyor, and an expert 
White’s ringing band who will all come to conduct the essential testing.  
This date has still to be set, but realistically, has to be in January. 
Although the bell hanger has no problem with the static bells being 
mallet-struck, it is felt that our ‘first ring’ should be properly done.  We 
will therefore wait until the authorities have signed off the frame as 
being fully safe and requiring no further works. One of our Big Lottery 
compliance criteria is to train local ringers to handle the bells - the queue 
forms behind me! 
 

News just in is that pulley block and rope fitting will happen on Thursday 
December 22nd.  Because of the long rope lengths (the draught), Whites 
will measure for a rope guide then, for later delivery. When fitted in the 
ground floor space, the ropes will run through this to limit any 'snap' or 
swing.  Neil Tappin 
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MINSTERWORTH  
READING GROUP 

The book reviewed this month was Midnight’s Children written by 
Salman Rushdie. 
 

The book is set around the independence and partition of India. The 
story is based on one family with a catalogue of interesting and 
extraordinary characters. The writing is excellent, the description of 
the simplest things is amazing. The book is challenging to read but 
well worth persevering. 
 

The book to be reviewed on January 4th is The Help written by 
Kathryn Stockett.  
 
 

If you are interested in joining the reading group please contact Sara 
Dunn on 01452 751076. For more information visit the website 
www.minsterworth.org.     
 Sara Dunn 

2011 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal2011 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal2011 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal2011 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal    
    

This year the Minsterworth and District Poppy Appeal collection raised a really 
superb amount of £3345.99p. Included in this total was £152.00, which was fifty 
percent of the church service collection at Westbury-on-Severn. 
 

The amount is a record and I would like to thank everyone for their generosity, 
together with a really big thank you to the collectors, without whose dedication 
and hard work the magnificent total would not have been achieved. 
 

On behalf of the Royal British Legion a very big thank you and a  happy New 
Year. 
 Terry Bourne, Chairman 
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A very special ‘Thank You’  
 

We would like to say a very special ‘Thank You’ to the 
team of ladies who took over the running of November’s 
“Café-on-the-Green” so successfully. We were away in 
Prague taking part in the Advent Music Festival as 
members of the Gloucester & District Christian Choir, 
which represented Great Britain among choirs from all over 
Europe and from as far away as Mexico. 
 
From the feedback we have received it is clear that the 
team of ladies carried out all the tasks necessary with 
aplomb to provide a continuation of the service that Café 
customers have come to expect. We are grateful to all 
those who partook in the event at the Northwood Green 
Social Hall, which enabled us to make a donation this time 
of just over £ 90.00 to the Pied Piper Appeal. 
 
These informal get-togethers will continue on the first 
Saturday of each month with all the profits going each time 
to one or other of our less well off local charities. The 
proceeds of the 7th January event will go to The Great 
Oaks Appeal. There will be a home-made cake stall at 
each event. 
Donations of home-baked cakes, fruit tarts and pies will 
always be 
welcome. 
 
Café-on-the-Green is an independent venture hosted by 
Ann & ChrisManning. 
Telephone 01452 760 454 for further information.  
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HISTORICAL SNIPPETS AROUND  MINSTERWORTH 

By the time you read this, we will all be on the point of entering a New 
Year – a year in which Minsterworth, like the rest of the nation, will be 
celebrating the diamond jubilee of our Queen Elizabeth II. I therefore 
thought it would be interesting to look at how  the village has celebrated 
previous royal jubilees. I have tracked down details of two events: 
Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 1887 and Queen Elizabeth II’s Silver 
Jubilee in 1977. 
 

The 50th year of Queen Victoria’s reign was marked in Minsterworth with 
a public celebration on 20th June 1887. According to a local newspaper, 
following a short service at St. Peter’s Church, there were celebrations in 
a large meadow belonging to Mr William Littleton (of Duni Farm). 
 

At the entrance gate, there was an arch of evergreen, flowers and flags 
with pictures of the Queen and “Long May She Reign!” About 260 
parishioners sat down to dinner in a large tent, Mr Viner-Ellis presiding, 
and enjoyed “the good old side of beef and plum pudding, ale and cider, 
which has done so much to build up the British character.” The day was 
very hot and in the words of the report “by wise foresight, the sides of 
the tent were left open and the intense heat was rendered more 
bear-able”. 
 

Speeches followed extolling the Queen’s many virtues, advancements 
made during her reign in the conditions of the lower and middle classes, 
the arrival of the railways, cheap postage and the electric telegraph. The 
health of the vicar Mr Balfour and of the Squire Mr Ellis were drunk with 
great gusto and amidst cheers. The company then adjourned outside for 
dancing, races run for Jubilee medals and a tug-of-war. The following 
day, we are told, as many as 100 pupils at the school were treated to a 
tea and festivities. 
 

Thanks to records left us by Bert Prosser we know that, for the 
coronations of Edward VII (1902) and George VI (1937), commemorative 
trees were planted in the village, but the next special celebration was for 
Queen Elizabeth II’s Silver Jubilee in 1977. Of course there are a number 
of you who still remember this occasion but, for the rest of us,  we still 
have a copy of the printed programme of events that took place on 
Monday 6th June 1977 from which we can get a good idea of what 
happened. At 2pm the church bells began to ring out and, soon 
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afterwards, a Jubilee river procession set out from Jayne’s landing stage. 
Bedecked on board Tom Greening’s old punt, the Jubilee Queen (Jane 
Baynton) and her two attendants (Jean Cotterell and Jane Lunt) were 
ferried upstream as far as the Church landing yard. At 3.30 pm there 
was a service in the church, following which the cortege moved to the 
village hall where a series of fun events took place. These consisted of a 
children’s tea and the presentation of jubilee mugs, followed by sporting 
events for both children and adults (egg-and-spoon, three-legged and 
bicycle races, tug-of-war and football). A buffet tea for the adults took 
place between 5 and 7 pm, following which there was dancing in the hall 
until a late hour. At 10 pm a bonfire and grand firework display took 
place (facilities provided by Mr E Watkins). A licensed bar operated 
between 4 and 11.30 pm. As part of the celebration, a silver birch tree 
was planted in the school ground. 
 

Despite the space of almost a century, it is amazing how similar the two 
jubilee celebrations appear to have been and equally how much 
everybody enjoyed themselves. Let’s all make sure we have as great an 
occasion as possible in 2012. 
 

T M-S 

The 1977 Jubilee Queen and her escorts are 
ferried up to the Church landing yard aboard a 

traditional Minsterworth punt steered by 
Tom Greening. 

The Jubilee Queen and her two escorts pictured on 
their way up to the village hall aboard a decorated 

farm wagon towed by a tractor. 

Pictures made available by Mr & Mrs Ken Jordan. 
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 ST PETER’S 
P.C.C. 

 
 
 

  
THE WHIST DRIVE 

During December there were two whist drives held – the normal monthly 
one followed by the Christmas Drive on the following Saturday. 
Thankfully the weather was kind to us and players were able to come 
without the worry of icy roads and freezing fog.  The profit from the two 
evenings amounted to £352.80.  Thank you to all who gave prizes and to 
everyone who helped on the two evenings. Your help is much 
appreciated. 
 

The next monthly whist drive will be on Monday 2nd January (which is 
the New Year’s Day Bank Holiday) at Minsterworth Village Hall, 
7.30pm.  New players are always welcome. . 
 

200 CLUB 
The December draw included the extra prize of £100.  This year the 
winner was Carol Blackburn – congratulations to Carol. 
Her number is 067. 
 

  129 Ken Jordan    £50 
  045 Valerie Love  £20 
  080 Ruth Moore-Scott  £10 
 

FLOWER ROTA JANUARY 
White Flowers 
1st 2nd Sunday of Christmas  Mrs P.Haisel-Neves  
8th Baptism of Christ   Mrs P.Haisel-Neves  
15th 2nd  Sunday of Epiphany  Mrs R. Moore-Scott  
22nd 3rd   Sunday of Epiphany Mrs R. Moore-Scott  
29th Candlemas Mrs R. Dauncey   
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 If you are interested in advertising in The Villager contact Mark Atkin on 
01452 750089 or e-mail thevillager@minsterworth.org 

 

 If you would like to become a subscriber and receive your very own copy 
of The Villager each month,  contact Tony Pearson on 01452 750174 

 

 If you would like to hire the Village Hall call Anne on 01452 750174 or 
e-mail village_hall@minsterworth.org 

Churcham Mothers’ Union 
 

We shall meet on Tuesday 31st January at 10.30am.  We hope to be 
entertained with the story of a Christmas Cruise!  A warm welcome 
awaits you. 
       Mary Pitt – 750 343 
 
MU Money Advice Service 
 

Do you know of anyone who needs help with managing money 
problems?  A call to MUMAS on 01452 383 288 will put you in touch 
with people who can give you free and confidential advice.  This may 
just be given over the telephone, or for more complicated cases an 
adviser will visit the client in their own home, so no travelling is 
involved. 
        Mary Pitt 
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CHURCHAM GARDENING CLUBCHURCHAM GARDENING CLUBCHURCHAM GARDENING CLUBCHURCHAM GARDENING CLUB    

The November meeting was our AGM and Dinner, which was held in the 
recently refurbished Function Room, at the Red Lion, Huntley. 
 

Frank welcomed members and their guests and said how pleased he was to 
see so many present. There was a short business meeting, during which a 
resume of the year's activities and events were circulated, along with copies 
of the minutes of the last AGM. 
 

Tess, our Treasurer, distributed copies of the Financial Statement and this 
was discussed. We were pleased to hear the club is solvent! Chairman, 
Frank, thanked the Secretary and Treasurer together with all Committee 
members, for their hard work throughout the year. He went on to thank 
members and friends for their loyalty and support and the attention to 
various duties - for the participation in the monthly competitions - of which, 
we would love to have even more entries! Finally, he thanked Tanya for all 
her time, enthusiasm and effort she gives to the job of Show Secretary. 
Mr Roger Dauncey gave a vote of thanks to Frank for all he does on behalf 
of the club. 
 

After the Meeting we enjoyed dinner with a good deal of social chat! 
Winners of the monthly competition for a Table Decoration were- 
1st Ann Rich, 2nd Sarah Jefferson, and 3rd Tess Stevens. All the entries were 
very attractive and they gave the tables a festive touch. 
 
 
Our meeting on December 7th was well attended by members and visitors, 
when Mr Tony Titchen of Coleford, was welcomed as our speaker. 
 

His work at Tyntesfield, the National Trust property, at Wraxall, North 
Somerset, was the subject of his talk and slide-show. Tony is a dendrologist 
and it is quite apparent how much he enjoys his work with trees and how 
much he knows about them. 
 

His involvement with Tyntesfield began in 2002 the year the National Trust 
acquired the wonderful Victorian Gothic Mansion and Estate - at a cost of 
£25million! This was made up of grants, NT members donations and two 

(Continued on page 13) 



 13 

 
large anonymous donations of £1 million and £4 million. 
 

The estate consists of the mansion, chapel, farm and estate cottages and 
lodges, a sawmill and 500 acres of wonderful gardens, woodland and 
parkland. When the National Trust first appealed for volunteers at 
Tyntesfield, Tony, who then lived ‘down the road’ in Portishead, said he was 
willing to identify and catalogue all the Trees - thousands of them! Most had 
no metal name tags, as in recent times they had been removed to allow the 
use of a motor-mower on the grass. 
 

His knowledge and hard work was very much appreciated by the NT and 
now his advice is sought if there are problems, or if a tree needs to be 
re-sited. Nowadays, Tony can usually be found leading groups of visitors or 
students around the gardens and parkland telling them the age and origin and 
even the sex of the trees! 
 

He showed lots of slides and perhaps he could have talked for very much 
longer about his passion for trees and Tyntesfield. 
 

Frank thanked Tony for coming and giving us all a most interesting and 
enjoyable evening. 
 

The monthly competition was for a `Victorian item`, there were lots of 
entries which made a good display. The winners were 1st Tess Stevens, 2nd 
June Dummett and 3rd was Roger Dauncey. 
 

We next meet on WEDNESDAY, 1ST FEBRUARY at 7.30 pm. Our 
speakers are Sue ‘n’ Sue - their topic `Wild Flowers of the Cotswolds' - 
remedies, myths and legends. 
 

We send very best wishes to our members who are ill at this time and wish 
them a speedy recovery. 
 

Happy New Year to all our Readers. 
 Mary Tetlow  
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Minsterworth Minsterworth Minsterworth Minsterworth     
Women’s InstituteWomen’s InstituteWomen’s InstituteWomen’s Institute    

For the last meeting of the year we were treated to a cookery 
demonstration by Glenda Ford.  Glenda started by making mini 
cranberry muffins and went on to show us how to make lots of 
other delicious dishes for Christmas including, duck liver & gin 
parfait, pickled apricots, salmon pate and lime & mint chocolate 
posset.   After the demonstration we were invited to try the 
dishes and along with our “bring and share” supper we all went 
home pretty well contented! 
 

The charity stall this Christmas was in aid of GEAR, a local charity 
for the homeless. 
 

The next meeting of Minsterworth W.I. will be at 7.30 pm on 10th 
January 2012 at  Minsterworth Village Hall.                                                          
             L S 
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Neighbourhood Watch Message 
 

If you would like to receive Neighbourhood Watch messages by 
email, please forward your email address to: nhw@minsterworth.org 
 

Pete Thomas, NHW Co-ordinator 
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 Give an hour this March  
 

Marie Curie Cancer Care is appealing to people in Gloucestershire 
to give an hour as a volunteer collector for the Great Daffodil 
Appeal. 
 
The appeal is Marie Curie’s biggest fundraiser and encourages 
everyone to give a donation and wear a daffodil pin in March.  All 
money raised will help Marie Curie Nurses to provide more free 
care to local terminally ill people in their own homes. 
 
Marie Curie Nursing Ambassador, Clare Horgan, was inspired to 
become a nurse for the charity after her brother died of cancer.  
She explains why the appeal is so important: “I absolutely love my 
job as I see first hand what it means for terminally ill people to be 
able to spend their final days in the place of their choice with 
friends and family nearby. 
 
“Marie Curie Nurses make this possible by providing physical and 
emotional nursing care completely free of charge to patients and 
their families.   We work shifts, often at night, giving carers and 
family members the chance to take a break, spend quality time 
with their loved one, or simply get a good night's sleep.  
 
“In March please join me by collecting for the Great Daffodil 
Appeal and wearing a daffodil pin so that more people with a 
terminal illness can access free Marie Curie nursing care.” 
 

Donating your time to the appeal will allow Marie Curie nurses to 
provide more free care to people with terminal cancer and other 
illnesses in their own homes.  

(Continued on page 17) 
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Join your local team of volunteer collectors by calling Marie Curie 
Cancer Care now on 0117 942 7132 or visit ww.mariecurie.org.uk/
daffodil today. 
 
Daffodil pins can be picked up from local stores, schools, street 
collectors and Marie Curie Shop Gloucester throughout March.  
 
To get help from the Marie Curie Nursing Service, talk to your GP, 
district nurse or discharge nurse.  For more information, visit 
www.mariecurie.org.uk or call 0800 716 146. 

(Continued from page 16) 

YOGA WITH LYNNE RICHARDSON B.W.Y. Dip 
AYS Practitioner 

 

Yoga for every day living – Yoga to support us in our every 
days lives, with the aim of calming our minds, finding space, and 
helping to create strength and flexibility in the body.  The 
practice is suitable for those who are new to Yoga and the more 
experienced. 
  
Classes restart at MINSTERWORTH VILLAGE HALL on 
Wednesday 11th January 2012  from 6.00  – 7.30 p.m. Cost 
£50.00 for ten weeks. 
 

One to one sessions are also available.  These are tailored to 
meet individual needs, ideal for anyone seeking to develop their 
own practice or for anyone who may have a specific interest or 
specific health needs. 
If you would like to find out more then do please contact me on 
01452 760541 or via email: landbrichardson@btinternet.com. A 
warm welcome awaits you. 
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NEWS FROM YOUR VILLAGE AGENT 
 

Towards the end of last year, when I opened the local paper, I would read such headlines 
as ‘Conmen target elderly residents’ where bogus salesmen claimed to be the police 
trying to sell burglar alarms.  Age UK printed a warning advising older people to be 
aware of an on-line benefits service called ‘My Benefits Checker’ which offered to help 
people check their benefit entitlement.  If anyone was found to be missing out, the 
claimant had to go through the service, and was charged at least 50% of any back 
payment. 
 

I am also surprised at the number of older people I have come across who have received 
unwanted telephone sales calls.  Some companies target older people, in many cases use 
high pressure sales tactics to persuade them to enter into a contract.  If you find yourself 
in this position, and you agree to buy goods or services costing more than £35, you must 
be given a written notice of a right to cancel the order.  Trading Standards advises 
consumers that they have 7 days from the date of receiving this written notice to cancel.  
There is also a service enabling you to reduce the amount of unwanted phone calls by 
registering with the telephone preference service (TPS). You can do this by ringing them 
on 0845 0700707. By registering with the TPS, it becomes a legal requirement that 
companies do not make unsolicited sales and marketing telephone calls to your number.  
If you have any concerns about dubious sales tactics, contact Trading Standards on 
08454 040506. 
 

Remember, if you would like to check your eligibility for benefits; if you need advice on 
mobility and safety aids; or if there is anything else I can help with, please give me a call. 
I will put you in touch with the most appropriate person or service that will be able to 
help you. 
 

PLEASE NOTE - there is no drop in session in January.  My next drop in session 
will be Thursday 2nd February 10 –12 noon in Tibberton Church Room.   Tania 
Shuttleworth, Police Community Support Officer will call in at 11 am duties permitting.  
Come and join us for a chat, a cup of tea and browse through the many information 
leaflets on display.  For news and events visit my village agent section at 
www.tibberton-Gloucestershire.org.uk   Hilary Lyon, Village Agent for Rudford, 
Highleadon, Tibberton, Taynton, Churcham and Huntley.  Tel. 07810 630254 or 
email Hilary@villageagent.grcc.org.uk   
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New Year, a time when resolutions are made and broken. Perhaps they are 
made to be broken? Will I get to the end of the first week without chocolate? 
Very doubtful, despite my best intentions, and someone has to finish off the Christmas 
goodies, don’t they? By the time you read this, I fear that I will be one of many to have 
fallen by the wayside.  
 

Maybe the answer would be to make a resolution that would add something to my life, 
rather than taking something away. What if I resolved to learn something new every day? 
Why not expand my brain rather than my waistline? A bit of mental exercise is good for 
us all, especially as we get older, and staying active in mind as well as body is key to 
getting the most from life. I’ve already done my workout for this month, and discovered 
some facts* about January which you might find interesting: 
 

1st -   The London Credit Exchange issued the first Travellers Cheques in 1772 
1st -   The BBC began broadcasting its first programmes in 1927 
1st -   Traffic Policeman were introduced in Great Britain in 1933 
4th -   Louis Braille was born in 1809. An accident at the age of three caused him to lose 
 his sight. 
8th -   Village Agents began working in Tewkesbury Borough and the Forest of Dean in 
 2007.  Since then we have helped hundreds of older people take measures to retain 
 their independence in their own homes, enabled them to make informed choices 
 about their present and future needs, and so have a better quality of life. 
9th -   Income Tax was first introduced at Two shillings in the pound 1799 
10th - The London Underground started operating in 1863 
11th -  First televised weather broadcast featuring a presenter transmitted in 1954 
11th -  Charing Cross Station, in London, opened in 1864 
14th -  Motorists were required by law to wear seat belts in 1986 
17th -  Robert Scott and his party reached the South Pole in 1912 
21st -  The BBC in London made it’s first world broadcast in 1930 
25th -  Robert Burns was born 1759 
26th -  Australia Day 
27th -  Mozart born in Austria, 1756 
29th -  The Victoria Cross originated from this date in 1856. The medals were made from 
 the metals of guns captured in the Crimea *www.aboutbritain.com 
 

Jane Griffiths    07810 630244   Village Agent for Maisemore, Ashleworth, Hasfield, 
Tirley, Chaceley, Forthampton, Deerhurst with Apperley, Sandhurst and Twyning  
Lesley Wall    07810 630064   Village Agent for Boddington, Down Hatherley, Elmstone 
Hardwicke, Leigh, Norton, Twigworth, Staverton, Stoke Orchard and Uckington 
 

Ken Haines    07810 630234   Village Agent for Highnam, Innsworth, Longford, and 
Minsterworth  
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Thomas  
IT 

Consultancy 
Limited 

Supporting  
‘The Villager’ 

 
01452 750136  

www.thomas-itc.co.uk 

Interior  and  Exterior Painting & Decorating 
Fitted Bathrooms & En-suites               Bedrooms & Kitchens 

Plumbing , Joinery & Carpentry             Tiling & Flooring 
Home Improvements  & Interior  Design                Electrical Installation 

Decking & Patios, etc, etc          No job too small       Fully Insured 

For Quality Work at a Reasonable Price, call  

 Chris Baston  Oakle Street, Churcham 

T: 01452 750536        M: 0780 3138917  
or e-mail      chris@allaspectspm.co.uk  
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ROADMARK LTD 
 

THE WHITE HOUSE GARAGE 
MAIN ROAD  

MINSTERWORTH 
GLOS  GL2 8JX 

 
TEL:01452 750795 
FAX: 01452 750796 

WWW: sales@roadmark.co.uk 
 
 

Please contact Sue Smith with any lining 
requirements.  We carry out works to car 

parks, playgrounds, tennis/netball/
basketball courts, anti-skid surfacing as 

well as all highway works. 
 

ROADMARK LTD HAVE BEEN BASED IN 
MINSTERWORTH FOR MORE THAN 15 
YEARS AND ARE HAPPY TO SUPPORT 

THE VILLAGE WITH THIS 
ADVERTISEMENT. 
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MINSTERWORTH 
PARISH COUNCIL 

The November meeting took place on Monday 12th presided over by Chairman Richard 
Few. Councillors N. Garbutt, S. King, S. Ruffley and C. Thomas were present together 
with The Clerk Fiona Wallbank, County Cllr. P. Awford  and Boro Cllr D. Davies (both 
part time) and four members of the public. 
 

During the reports presented by Councillor Phil Awford, who said the decision on the 
libraries was still pending; both he and Derek Davies gave information about the Gypsy 
and Traveller Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA). There is a 
‘call for sites’ to which anyone can submit sites they believe capable of providing land 
for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation . They do not have to be the landowners. The 
SHLAA does not determine or make recommendations as to whether particular sites 
should be allocated for development nor does SHLAA determine whether planning 
permission should be granted. It is just one assessment used by TBC to help understand 
constraints and opportunities. 
 

This information gave rise to much discussion by the Council. As did the further 
information about the Joint Core Strategy and the consultation documents, copies of 
which were passed to the Council by the County Cllr. (Places where this can be viewed 
by members of the public can be obtained from TBC.) 
 

Turning to planning matters there were no new applications but it was accepted that 
Pound Cottage was not a listed building but November Cottage, in Pound Lane, was. 
Other listed buildings in that area were in Watery Lane. The councillors considered that 
confusion arises from Watery Lane continuing from The Apple Tree through to Calcotts 
Green. This would be taken up with the appropriate authorities. 
 

A site meeting with TBC Planners was being arranged at Pound cottage. Applications 
from St Peter’s PCC for construction of a toilet and cesspit had been approved as was 
the application for an extension at Copse House. 
 

The precept for 2012/13 was fixed at £6360 (an increase of 2.9%). 
 

Appreciation for the pothole repairs in Bury Lane was expressed and attention was 
drawn to the sunken manholes on the A48 needing urgent repair. 
 

Reports were given regarding plans for celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
following the lines for the Silver Jubilee. This, together with the Housing Needs Survey, 
will be discussed at the next meeting. 
 

(Continued on page 25) 
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 It was felt by the chairman, who had attended a meeting about the Severn Estuary, that it 
had been hijacked by  representatives south of the river. He expressed great concern 
about what will happen to land owned by Minsterworth farmers when the new flood 
prevention scheme for Gloucester City pumps all its flood water into the river. 
 

The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 9th January 2012 in the Village 
Hall. The Chairman wished all A Happy Christmas and closed the meeting at 8.50pm. 
 

 RLD 
 

This report doesn't necessarily reflect the minuted discussions and decisions of the Parish 
Council; anyone wanting further information, or to inspect the agreed minutes, should 
consult the Clerk Fiona Wallbank on 01452-849178.  

(Continued from page 24) 
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 MINSTERWORTH 
BOOKS 

At just £5.95 each, these books are the perfect gift.  
Available from Terry Moore-Scott on 750160.  

Please make cheques payable to  'Minsterworth Village Hall'. 
Registered Charity No: 255668 

OVER FARM MARKET 
BBC Good Food Award Winners 2004 

Free range eggs 
The place for your fresh produce 

Tel:01452 521014   
also at www.over-farm-market.com 
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Booking Clerk Booking Clerk Booking Clerk Booking Clerk ----    Mrs Pearson Mrs Pearson Mrs Pearson Mrs Pearson ----    01452  75017401452  75017401452  75017401452  750174    
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 FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

January 2012 
 Page 

2 St Peter’s PCC Whist Drive 10 
4  Minsterworth Reading Group 6 
9 Minsterworth Parish Council meeting 24 
10 Minsterworth WI 14 
11 Yoga  17 
11 Minsterworth Royal British Legion 6 
31 CMU Meeting 11 
 

February 2012 
 

1 Churcham Gardening Club 12 
2 Village Agent drop-in 20 
 
  
 
 
Recycling Collection dates 3 
Mobile Library dates 3 
 


