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Closing copy date for the April edition is 
  Monday 15th March 2009 
 

All items for consideration to:- 
Paula Ruffley, 
Editor, The Villager, 
The Firs, Church Lane, 
Minsterworth, GL2 8JJ 
Tel: 01452 751226.  
E-mail: thevillager@minsterworth.org 
 
Responsibility is not accepted for the accuracy of submitted items nor the 
content of advertisements. 
 
 
 
Cover photo:  Early sunrise by Jane Fraser-Hook 
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¨ Please ensure that your box is out at the kerbside by 7am. 
 

¨ For more information about what you can recycle and where please 
go to www.recycleforgloucestershire.com or telephone your local 
council offices. 

Kerbside 
Recycling 

Garden Waste, 
Glass, cans  & paper 

Minsterworth Tuesday  9 March 

Churcham Thursday 11 March 

Minsterworth Tuesday 23 March 

Churcham Thursday 25 March 

Mobile Library Van 
 

Tuesday 2 & 30 March: 
11.25-11.40am—Tibberton, Orchard Rise 
3.25-3.40pm—Churcham, Lake Close 
3.40-4.00pm—Churcham School 
 

Wednesday 3 & 31 March: 
10.05-10.25am—Minsterworth, The Firs, Main Road 
10.30-11.00am—Minsterworth School 
11.15-11.25am—Northwood Green Village Hall 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SERVICE IS 

NOW MONTHLY 
 

For more information visit the Library Service webs ite: 
www.libraries.gloucestershire.gov.uk 
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 Collingwood House Winter Charity Walk  
6th February 2010 

 

44 students from Newent Community School and Sixth Form Centre, 9 
adults (including 3 parents) and 4 dogs set off from the Speech House in 
the Forest of Dean on a damp, grey cold Saturday morning for the 
second Collingwood House Charity Walk of this school year, an 18-mile 
trek from the Speech House to Newent Community School via May Hill. 
 

Given this was the first weekend in February, the weather proved perfect 
for walking, and we took in some breathtaking scenery and beautiful 
winter woodland vistas along the way.  Recent rain and snow meant the 
mud proved a real challenge at times, yet everyone remained in good 
spirits throughout the day, and we all returned to Newent at just before 
5pm, tired and muddy, but with a huge sense of personal achievement.    
 

Students who took part have been busy collecting sponsorship in the 
run-up to the walk, and as usual their collections will go to a diverse 
range of charities, including Cancer Research UK, the NSPCC, and the 
Air Ambulance.  A number of local charities will also benefit as a result 
of this latest walk.  Between them, the 44 students who completed 
Saturday’s walk have been sponsored to the tune of £1,800, which is a 
really impressive total.   
 

Eleven of the students who undertook the walk were Year 9 students 
involved in the school’s Kenya Curriculum Exchange, and the money 
they raised will go directly towards bringing Kenyan teachers and 
students from St George’s, Newent’s sister school, over to England in 
March next year.   
 

For this walk, we had more students than ever before taking part, and 
representatives from every year group from Year 7 up to Year 11. The 
recently-retired Dave Smith, one of our ex D&T teachers, once again led 
the walk for us, and he will also be leading the next Collingwood House 
Charity Walk, on Saturday 22nd May. �
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The book reviewed this month was The Guernsey Literary and Potato 
Peel  Pie Society.  
 

The book is a series of letters that are sent between the main 
characters. They tell the story of an author who goes to Guernsey to 
get inspiration for her new book. What she learns is how the people 
survived the occupation of Guernsey during the war, what the 
islanders did to cope with food shortage and the evacuation of their 
children. Her visit to Guernsey and the people she meets also change 
her life forever. 
 

The book was liked because it was written with humour and warmth, 
also it was easy to read in short bursts. 
 

The book to be reviewed on March 3rd is The Road Home written by 
Rose Tremaine. 
 

If you are interested in joining the reading group please contact Sara 
Dunn on 01452 751076. For more information please visit the website 
www.minsterworth.org.      Sara Dunn  
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Build a Business that Grows with your Family! 
Want to work your own hours around your family or career? 

Our organic healthcare business is booming. 
Are you honest, ethical and self motivated? 

Are you interested in an additional part time income 
alongside your existing job/family? 

Ongoing training and support for the right person. 
 

Why work to build someone else’s dream? 
Why not work to build your own! 

 

Interested? Call Dawn on 01452 731844 or 07940594005 

��������	���
��
��������
���
 

If you would like to receive Neighbourhood Watch messages by 
email, please forward your email address to: nhw@minsterworth.org 
 

Pete Thomas, NHW Co-ordinator 
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 If you are interested in advertising in The Villager 
magazine, please contact Mark Atkin on 01452 750089 or e-mail 

thevillager@minsterworth.org 
 

 If you would like to become a subscriber and receive your 
very own copy of The Villager each month, please contact Tony 

Pearson on 01452 750174. 
 

 If you would like to hire the Village Hall call Mary on 
01452 750434 or e-mail village_hall@minsterworth.org 
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Lent Lunch at Huntley 
 

We hope to have a Lent lunch at Huntley Village Hall on Monday 
15th March at 12.30pm. 
 

It will be the usual home-made soup, bread and cheese with tea or 
coffee. Lunch is £3.50 and there will be a raffle. 
 

Everyone welcome. 
        Mary and Margaret 
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Thankfully the weather for the whist drive in February was a lot kinder 
than January and as a result we had twice as many people attend.  Indeed, 
we must reflect that the February whist drive last year had to be cancelled 
due to a heavy snow fall in the afternoon!  We are appreciative to the 
people who came to play and of course, as always, to the loyal helpers.  
The result of the evening amounted to £77.  
 

The next Whist drive will be on Monday 1st March 7.30pm at 
Minsterworth Village Hall.  Maybe you feel ready to try your hand!  
 
 

����	��� �
The February draw was a pleasant surprise for Ronnie Knight who has 
been waiting for his number to be drawn ever since the club was formed.  
His patience has now been rewarded!  
 

  033 Ronnie Knight      £50 
  105 Gerald Savage       £20 
  026 Wilf Etheridge      £10 
 
������������������� �
As four Sundays during March fall into the season of Lent there will be 
no flowers.  
 
������������� �
Refreshments were once again served to the Severn Bore watchers.  On 
the cold mornings that we had on the last day of January and beginning of 
February, there were many appreciative spectators who were really very 
glad to have a hot drink whist waiting for the bore to come.  Monday 
turned out to be a really good one to watch with a lovely frosty morning, 

(Continued on page 11) 
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OVER FARM MARKET 
BBC Good Food Award Winners 2004 

Free range eggs 

The place for your fresh produce 
Tel:01452 521014   

also at www.over-farm-market.com 

blue sky and a good head to the bore followed by a very interesting 
swell.  Proceeds over the four days amounted to £79.70. Grateful thanks 
to all who helped over these days. 
 

The beginning of March brings along some more good bores including a 
predicted 5 star on the Tuesday.  Once again there will be refreshments 
available.  
 
����
	����� �
This year Liz & Gerald’s Pop-in coffee day will be on Saturday 1st May.  
Please make a note in your diaries.  This falls on the May Day bank 
holiday weekend so, before you make any other plans, make sure you 
have it in your diaries to Pop-in to Rosedale House first!  Further details 
will be in next month’s magazine.  

(Continued from page 10) 
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Our speaker at the February meeting was Mr.Austin Perkins who gave us a 
most interesting and humorous talk and superb slide show entitled “Just 
look at that!” 
 

Austin had taken photographs of very unusual and eyecatching objects; 
trees, plants and sculptures from gardens and parks around the world  - 
from Australia and New Zealand to Canada and Cuba, from Keukenhof  
Park in Holland and many more from castles and stately homes in England 
and Scotland. Nearer home  - photos of the beautiful woodland sculptures 
at Highnam Court. He also included some taken at Kenilworth Castle and 
the lovely Elizabethan garden which English Heritage have recently 
recreated. We all enjoyed a pleasant evening and hope Mr. Perkins will 
return with another of his talks in the not so distant future. 
 

The winners of the monthly competition for “an interesting pebble or 
stone” were 1st Ruth Moore-Scott, 2nd Beryl Watts, 3rd John Watts. 
Congratulations to our three worthy winners and we had 14 entries, which 
must be a record! 
 

Mary Tetlow collected names for the forthcoming outing to the Bristol 
University Botanic Gardens on Wednesday 14th July. The Curator of the 
Gardens, Mr Nick Wray,  will be our speaker on Wednesday 5th May. 
Visitors to this or any of our meetings will be made very welcome. 

Members from neighbouring Gardening clubs, or anyone interested in 
visiting the Botanic Gardens on 14th July please contact Mary Tetlow on 
01452 790736. 
 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 3rd March in Churcham School 
Hall when the speaker  will be Mrs. Chrissy Ching. Her subject is 
Capability Brown. Mrs. Ching is a lecturer at Hartpury College and it was a 
pleasure to have her as our guide when the Club visited Hartpury last year. 
 

The monthly competition is “A picture of Trees”, we look forward to lots of 
entries for this competition. 
           Mary Tetlow 
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Churcham Mothers’ Union 
 

We shall meet at 2pm on Tuesday 30th March at Littlefield. 
 

          Mary Pitt 

West Gloucestershire 
Decorative and Fine Arts Society 

 

11th March   2pm Minsterworth Village Hall 
Andrew Davies 
The Victorian Country House 
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Harts Barn Craft Centre and 

Old Dairy Tearoom 
Monmouth Rd, Longhope. 

 

Hand-crafted metal work — produced on site. 
 

Bespoke interior soft furnishing. 
 

Wedding, Portrait and Event Photography. 
 

Florist and Gift Shop. Charity run craft shop 
 

Elegant jewellery and Dress Bags. 
 

Health and Beauty Therapy. 
 

Siku and Britains wooden toys. 
 

Plants and garden ornaments.  
 

Delicious food and drinks hand prepared in The Old Dairy Tearoom. 
 

www.hartsbarncraftcentre.co.uk 

Coming to Brockworth Tithe Barn Arts and Craft Centre 
in January 2010 

 

Cat’s Eye Carving 
Stone Carving & Letter Cutting 

 

Figurative and Abstract stone sculptures. 
 

House Names and Numbers, carved to your specification, 
using locally sourced stone. 

 

Decorative garden ornaments, Bird baths and waterfalls. 
 

 Gifts for friends and family, prices start from £10; 
Tea light holders, painted and plain bowls, soap dishes, painted flower 

panels and other simple designs. 
 

Brockworth Tithe Barn Arts and Crafts Centre. 
 

 www.catseyecarving.co.uk  Tel:07795 495170 
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 As part of the fund raising campaign for the improvement 
project we are selling ‘bricks’. Each £1 that you donate will 
buy one token ‘brick’ and your name will be recorded on a 
chart which will be on display in the hall and afterwards kept 
as a permanent record in the hall’s archives. The chart will be 
in the form of a grid of ‘bricks’, each brick containing one 
name. The aim is to sell 3000 bricks.  
You can buy a ‘brick’ at any time from a committee member.  
‘Bricks’ will also be on sale at selected functions in the hall.  
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VILLAGE AGENT NEWS 
 

Mini Bus Trip 
 
 
 
 

 

On Tuesday 30th March, departing at 9.15 a.m., I am organising a trip for the 
over 50’s using the Community Minibus to 

����������	�
��
	�
��	�������	�����	���������������� �����
�������������  

You will have time to look around the shopping village and craft centre and 
have coffee before returning home 

I will be picking up passengers around the parishes of Rudford, Tibberton, 
Taynton, Churcham and Huntley 

����
������������ !����
������������ !����
������������ !����
������������ !  
For more information and to book a seat, please call me on 

07810 630254 
 

Operation Road Rescue - On Monday 1st February Gloucestershire County 
Council officially launched Operation Road Rescue to help fix and repair 
roads damaged by the severe winter weather. For more information visit 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/roadrescue  To report a pothole that needs urgent 
attention call the pothole hotline 08000 514 514.  
 

My next drop in session at Tibberton Church Room will be on Thursday 
March 4th 10am to 12 noon. Call in for an informal chat and a cup of tea.  I 
have leaflets and information on a variety of services and organisations that 
are available to help and support. Police Community Support Officer Tania 
Shuttleworth will call in at 11 am to offer advice and listen to your concerns 
(duties permitting). 
 

Hilary Lyon, Village Agent for Tibberton, Taynton, Rudford, Highleadon, 
Churcham and Huntley - Tel. 07810 630254 or Email 
Hilary@villageagent.grcc.org.uk For news and events visit my village 
agent section at www.tibberton-Gloucestershire.org.uk 
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Interior  and  Exterior Painting & Decorating 
Fitted Bathrooms & En-suites               Bedrooms & Kitchens 

Plumbing , Joinery & Carpentry             Tiling & Flooring 
Home Improvements  & Interior  Design                Electrical Installation 

Decking & Patios, etc, etc          No job too small       Fully Insured 

'���)���	�
�*����������������������	����������
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LENT LUNCH 
 

Tuesday 23rd March 
 

12 noon to 2.00pm 
 

At Handlow Cottage, Churcham 
 

Home-made Soup, Bread and Cheese 
 

Tickets £5.00  
Telephone 01452 750343 

 
Raffle 

 
 

Proceeds for MU work at home and abroad 
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The February meeting of the Parish Council took place on the 8th in the Village 
Hall chaired by Cllr Richard Few. With the exception of Cllr Terry Bourne, who 
sent apologies, all councillors were present, together with the County and 
Boro Cllrs, the Clerk and four members of the public. 
 

County Cllr, Phil Awford reported that - following the information discussed at 
the last meeting concerning funding for a representative Parish Cllr to attend the 
ongoing Workshop on gypsy and traveller issues - it had been decided to set 
up local sessions for 6/8 parish councils in the TBC area and if there was interest 
in these perhaps TBC would contribute to the costs. He also reported that GCC 
were making good 500 potholes a day. 
 

Boro Cllr, Derek Davies, restricted his report to his activities in connection with 
the hatching on the A40 at Linton Lodge. He had consulted with many officials, 
including those in the planning department concerned at the time of the 
original application in 1996 for an exit from the Lodge onto the A40, and finally 
he had reached the CEO, Graham Dalton, of the Highways Agency who had 
agreed that there were problems with the hatching. The Parish Council, after 
discussing the problems and dangers (highlighted by one Cllr) caused at peak 
traffic time by drivers going into the hatched area, agreed to send an e-mail to 
Mr Dalton headed "Highways, Start Listening".  He had also contacted our MP - 
Mark Harper - who had had more than 100 individual letters on the subject of the 
hatching. He concluded by urging residents personally to send their opinions to 
Mr Dalton, whose email address is <graham.dalton@highways.gsi.gov.uk > and 
also head their mail "Highways, Start Listening".  
  
There had been no new planning applications; but the appeal on the extension to 
Stonelea had been refused. The Boro Cllr agreed to investigate the reasons.   
 

The matter of TBC publishing all plans concerning applications on their website 
has been investigated further by the Clerk and it looks as if the cheapest solution 
for Minsterworth, taking into account the small number of applications, would be 
to purchase a projector from which the plans, unloaded from the Clerk's 

(Continued on page 25) 
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computer, could be displayed on the screen in the Hall. 
  
The Police reported that there been no crimes reported in Minsterworth during 
the past month. 
  
Cllr Ruffley reported that the Village Hall had had an enquiry from a Cardiff 
coach company concerning  parking two coaches for the forthcoming March 
Bores. They were informed that parking for coaches was not possible at the Hall 
at bore times when other vehicles are parked there and that they should go to the 
Severn Bore Inn. He also sought information about ownership and whereabouts 
of  the eight "Bore Parking" signs obtained by the Council some years ago. 
 

Availability of grit for the lower road is still a problem, as one bin has 
disappeared - this Cllr Few will replace - and (although the bins have been 
refilled) grit does seem to disappear! 
 

The Chairman had seen Mrs Browning and obtained her agreement to clear the 
ditch down Watery Lane. He is meeting Richard Gray again on 17th Feb to 
discuss outstanding matters. 
 

The next meeting of the council will be on Monday 8th March at 7.30 in the 
Village Hall.  
            RLD 

(Continued from page 24) 
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At just £5.95 each, these books are the perfect gift.  
Available from Terry Moore-Scott on 750160.  

Also now on sale are  
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Priced at just £3.95 each  
Available from Anne Pearson on 750174. 

Please make cheques payable to  'Minsterworth Village Hall'. 
Registered Charity No: 255668 

����������������������
£2.50 per pack of 5 notelets  (5 different images) 

Available from Ann Alford on 750531 
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 FOR YOUR DIARY  
 

March 2009 
 

            Page 
1st St Peter’s PCC Whist Drive 10 
3rd Minsterworth Reading Group 6 
3rd Churcham Garden Club 12 
4th Village Agent drop-in session 19 
8th Minsterworth Parish Council Meeting 24 
9th Minsterworth WI 13 
10th Minsterworth Royal British Legion 6 
11th NADFAS  14 
15th CMU Lent Lunch  9 
23rd CMU Lent Lunch 21 
26th FW Harvey & Ivor Gurney 4 
25th Newent Comm’ty School Spring Concert 23 
30th Churcham Mothers’ Union   14 
 
 

April 2010 
 

10th Spring Plant Sale 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recycling Collection dates 3 
Mobile Library dates 3 
 


